The first mention of Edmund Harman occurs in 1530, when he was admitted to the freedom of the Barbers' Company. If he obtained his freedom in the usual way per serviciumn after an apprenticeship of seven years, his age at this date would be 21, and he must have been born at some time in the year 1509. An examination of the Apprenticeship books, which were regularly kept at the Barbers' Hall, will show the date and the name of his master. They are not available at present, but when the War is over I. hope to consult them.
EARLY LIFE.
I find nothing else about him until the year 1535, when there is an entry in the State Papers (Domestic Series) to the effect that on June 22 "Plate was conveyed to Windsor by the hands of Edmund Harman." He was already in the King's service, therefore, and the next entry proves that he was one of the King's barbers, and had received the first of the grants which enriched him so rapidly in the course of the next few years. The entry runs:
" On 24th February 1535-6 Edm. Harman, the King's Barber and one of the Privy Chamber to be bailiff of Hovington and to have the keeping of the Manor Place and the farm thereto belonging with fees of £5 a year during the minority of (blank) Berkley, Lord Berkely, son and heir of the late Lord Berkley deceased, with all profits belonging to the said bailiwick as enjoyed by Richard Herwood, late bailiff." This (blank) Berkley was Henry, the posthumous son of Thomas, Lord Berkeley, who died at Stone, in Kent, on September 22, 1534, his son being born on November 26, 1534, nine weeks and four days after his father's death. At the death of King Edward VI, on July 6, 1553, and the consequent failure of the heirs male of the body of Henry VII, this Henry Berkeley obtained possession (under the entail of 1488) of the estate of Berkeley, and on September 8, 1554, a Royal Warrant granted him a special delivery of his lands, although he was still under age. He died on November 26, 1613. Hovingham is in the North Riding of Yorkshire, between Gilling and Malton.
DUTIES OF THE KING'S BARBER.
The King's barbers at this time were Nicholas Simpson, Edmund Harman, and John Pen. They are all known to us by Holbein's picture. The barber took his term of duty a month at a time. The "Liber Niger Domus Regis" (Harl. MS. 642) states that only fifteen persons are allowed to enter the Privy Chamber of King Henry VIII, the King's barber being one of them.
"Item, it is also ordained that the King's Barber shall be daily at the King's uprising, ready and attendant in the King's Privy Chamber, there having in readiness his Water, Basons, Knives, Combs, Scissors, and such other stuff as to his room doth appertain for trimming and dressing of the King's head and beard. And that the said Barber take a special regard to the pure and clean keeping of his own person and apparel, using himself always honestly in his conversation without resorting to the Company of vile persons or of misguided women in avoiding such danger as by that means he might do unto the King's most Royal person, not failing thus to do upon pain of losing his room and farther punishment at the King's pleasure."
The wages were 50s. a quarter with "a bouche of Court," the "bouche" being an allowance of meat and drink for himself and a stated number of attendants. It was convertible into motley:
The next entry is interesting. It shows that Harman had already proved himself a trustworthy servant, and it may mean that the Harman family had maintained some relationship with the City from the time of the great-grandfather of the Steelyard. It is dated September 7, 1536:-"Edm. Harman, a groom of the Privy Chamber, is appointed one of the packers of woollen and other cloths, leather, pewter and other merchandise to be packed, tunned, piped, barrelled, or by any other means to be included, chested, or trussed in the City of London with the moiety of fees for packing, weighing, and numbering merchandise" [scale of fees set forth] .
The preamble states that collusion between the common packer of the City of London, appointed by the Mayor, and the merchants has defrauded the revenue, and that upon the custom officers of London deputing one of the waiters at the Custom House to be jointly present with the said common packer at the packing of merchandise, the officer so deputed (for want of the King's patent) not only received no wages, but was often repulsed by the said common packer.
Harman held the office of common packer for exports for some years, and it proved to be profitable as well as honourable. On October 1, 1540, the Privy Council met at Dunstable. There were present: the Great Chamberlain, Durham, Treasurer, Master of the Horse, Wriothesley, Chancellor of Augm.
Business: " Upon complaint of the French Ambassador that certain lead of a merchant of Rouen was stayed in London for package money. Edm. Harman, one of the King's Barbers, packer at London was ordered to deliver the lead until the matter was tried and not charge strangers with package money for lead until it was seen whether the treaties and the late proclamation in favour of strangers allowed." A note is appended to this entry that in 1545 package money was 4d. a fother and tin 4d. a hogshead. A fother of lead weighed 19jewt.
These entries show that Harman was the King's Revenue Officer for exports at the Port of London. The duties, no doubt, were performed by deputy and the supervision only occupied a part of his timne. On May 3, 1536, he brought " Garderobe stuff to London,; and on December 10, in the same year, it is stated that it consisted of "hangings, curtains, feather beds, &c., some coming from Kew, others from Greenwich." Later in the year he had gained promotion at the Wardrobe, for in June, 1536, it is noted that "Edmonde Harman [is] nowe Keeper" [of the Wardrobe].
GRANTS.
On June 12, 1537, " Edm. Harman, a groom of the Privy Chamber, was granted to be keeper of Leving, alias Perlaune, Bucks, in the IKing's hands by the attainder of Henry Norres and also Keeper of the gardens, orchards and park of Perlaune." Henry Norres was executed at the Tower on May 17, 1536, on suspicion of an intrigue with Anne Boleyn. He sided early against Wolsey, and was one of the main instruments in bringing about that statesman's fall. He was a Gentleman of the King's Chamber and was one of the most intimate friends of Henry VIII. In 1518-19 he was appointed Bailiff of Ewelme, and in 1525 he received the Keepership of Langley New Park, Bucks, and was made bailiff of Watlington. His grandfather, Sir William Norris, was Steward of the Manor of Burford (amongst other offices), granted to him by Henry VII. Edmund Harman at different times in his life held property at Langley and at Burford, so that he seems to have profited considerably by the attainder of Norris.
In 1537, Edmund Harman was chosen a member of the Court of Assistants of the Barbers' Company, and he appears eleventh on the list of the twenty-six members, Nicholas Simpson being Master of the Company for the year.
In the following year (1538), "Edmund iarman, one of the pages of the King's Privy Chamber is to have the annual rent of £24; 13; 4 paid by the Burgesses of Ludlow for the fee farm of the borough and all the lands &c. in Ludlow (except the site of the Castle there and a meadow called ' Castell's Mede') and in Staunton Lucy which used to be in the charge of the Bailiffs of Ludlowe, with arrears of the said rent from the feast of SS. Simon and Jude."
The grant was given at Westminster Palace, and is dated 9 There does not appear to be any entry about Harman during the year 1539, but he probably served the office of Senior Warden in the Barbers' Company, John Pen, the King's barber, having been elected Master. The name of the Senior Warden is not given for some reason, his office alone is specified, so that the entry for the year reads: "John Pen, K.B., Master; K. Barber, John Hutton, Henriy Pemberton, Wardens." There are but three King's barbers, and Nicholas Simpson had already served his term of Mastership in 1537, so that the unnamed King's barber must have been Edmund Harman. It is probable, therefore, that he was elected Senior Warden, and out of his turn, that he might be Master of the Company in 1540, the year when the Barbers and Surgeons were incorporated by Act of Parliament to form the " mystery and cominalty of Barbers and Surgeons of London for evermore." The Act received the Royal Assent on July 25, 1540, nearly at the end of Pen's year of office as Master, so that the work of guiding the earliest steps of the new Company fell upon Harman, and it may have been felt advantageous to secure the services of one who was known to have the ear of the King. The influence of the medical profession at Court at this particular time was great. Dr. Chamber and Dr. Butts represented the medical side; Vicary, Ayliffe and Ferris the surgical; whilst Simpson, Harman and Pen were the barbers, and were consequently allied to the general practitioners. The King's interest in the unioa-was shown actively by htis presentation of a silver-gilt grace cup and cover ( fig. 3) , which is still one of the treasured possessions of the Barbers' Company. The design of the cup is said to be in the style of Holbein, and in all probability was from his studio. It has four pendant bells, and each person drinking from the cup empties its contents, and in handing it to his neighbour rings the bells. Pepys drank the King's health out of it on February 27, 1662-63. The cup was stolen when the Hall was burglariously entered on November 7, 1615. The thieves were discovered and the cup was regained. Two of the burglars were hanged in the following December, and the minute concludes: "In January Sames was taken and executed. In April FIG. 3. Grace cup presented to the Company of Barbers~and Surgeons by King Henry VIII.
1616, Foster was taken and executed. Now lets pray God to bless this house for ever from any more of these damages, Amen."9 It cost the lives, therefore, of four men. It was sold during the Civil War, but was repurchased by Mr. Alderman Arris, who gave it back to the Company in 1647.
The union of the Barbers' Company with the Guild of Surgeons is commemorated in Holbein's well-known picture. By artist's licence Holbein has shown King Henry VIII in the act of handing a nonexistent document, to Vicary, who was not Master of the Com pany until September, 1541, although the Act of Parliament received the Royal Assent on July 25, 1540, nearly at the end of John Pen's year of office as Master. The historical value of the picture enables us to forgive such trivial inaccuracies, especially when it is easily possible to correct them if it be borne in mind that the painting is merely commemorative. In the picture Harman is placed third in the front row on the left hand side of the King. He is the first person without a cap or hood on his head, signifying that he held no degree in medicine, and that he was not a member of the Guild of Surgeons, who, from time immemorial, had claimed the right to wear a cap and call themselves Master or " Magister." He wears ( fig. 2) , however, his gown as a member of the Court of Assistants of the Barbers' Company, and a chain round his neck as a Court official. He has a round head and a handsome, merry-looking face, with moustache and scanty beard. In addition to his livery gown trimmed with fur, he wears the livery hood of the Company-per pale gules and sable.
The year 1541 is again without anry official record of Harman, but in 1542 his position in the world began to be recognized and his influence solicited. Thus: "18th December 1542. Right wellbeloved Mr. Gaites, Mr. Bucher and Mr. Harman in my most heartiest wise I recommend me unto your masterships," and the petitioner begs them to move Lord Parre to speak to the Lord Chancellor and Mr. Dakers to make an end in the suit between the writer and the Lord Chancellor's servant. A verdict had been given in the matter in the Guildhall before the Lord Mayor of London, "but the Chancellor's servant has troubled him ever since. Windsor they aided, abetted, favoured, counselled and consented with one Ant. Pearson, Clerk, there lately condemned and burnt for heresies against the sacrament of the Altar."
The Six Articles, as is well known, were in favour of transubstantiation, against the marriage of priests, and in favour of masses and auricular confession. The Act was passed in 1540 and in consequence-"such a number out of all parishes in London and out of Calais and divers other quarters were apprehended that all the prisons in London were too little to hold them, in so much that they were fain to lay them in the Halls. At the last by the means of the good Lord Audley such pardon was obtained of the King that the said Lord Audley then Lord Chancellor, being content that one should be bound for another they were all discharged being bound only to appear in the Star Chamber the next day after All-Souls there to answer if they were called, but neither was there ary person called nor did any appear." At Windsor, unfortunately, there was no good Lord Audley, but Dr. Capon, Bishop of Salisbury, and Dr. London, a " minister of Satan and Warden of New College, Oxford." Capon was " the Abbot of Hyde, a great Clerk," to whom Henry wished the Pope to refer judgment of the divorce case, and he seems to have acted without any especial animus against the Windsor Martyrs. It was otherwise with Dr. John London, Rector of Ewelme in 1502, Warden of New College in 1526, who unfortunately became a Prebendary at Windsor just after the passing of the Six Articles. He began his persecutions as early as 1520, and in 1535 he was one of the most active and subservient of Cromwell's agents in despoiling the monasteries. It is said of him that when he obtained the surrender of a religious house he stripped it of everything that had a pecuniary value and sent the spoils to London, seized all the relics and defaced and destroyed whatever he could not remove, so that the bare walls of the buildings were alone left; " he was, indeed," says Gasquet, "the most terrible of all the monastic spoilers." He even imprisoned some of the Fellows of New College in the Bell Tower, and amongst them Peter Quinby, who died half starved with cold and lack of food. When his friends asked Quinby what he would eat, he said his stomach was gone from all meat except it was warden (pear) pie:-"'Ye shall have it,' quoth they, 'I would have but two Wardens,' quoth be, 'baked, I mean, to be plain our Warden of Oxford and our Warden of Winchester, London and More, for such a Warden Pie might do me and Christ's Power: Some Notes on Edmund Ilarman Church good, when other Wardens from the tree can do me no good at all.' Thus jesting he turned his face to the wall in the said belfry and so after his prayers slept sweetly in the Lord."
It was no matter of surprise that when Dr. John London was in frequent residence at Windsor the Lutherans and those who would not subscribe to the Six Articles were soon arraigned. Foremost amongst the protestants were Testwood, Person, Filmer and Marbeck.
Testwood.-Testwood was a skilled musician, and seems to have sung in the choir of St. George's Chapel, for-" there chanced a merry story of him between one Robert Philips, Gentleman of the King's Chapel and Testwood. The matter was this: Robert Philips was so notable a singing man (wherein he gloried) that wheresoever he came the best and longest song with most counterverses in it would be set up at his coming. And so his chance being now to be at WindsQr against his coming to the Anthem a long song was set up called 'Laudi vivi' in which there was one counterverse towards the end that began on this wise, 0 redemptrix et Salvatrix: which verse of all other Robert Philips would sing because he knew that Testwood could not abide that ditty. Now Testwood, knowing his mind well enough, joined with him on the other part and when he heard Robert Philips begin to fetch his flourish with 0 redemptrix et salvatrix repeating the same one in another's neck, Testwood was quick on the other side to answer him again with Non redermptrix nec salvatrix and so striving there with 0 and Non who should have the mastery they made an end of the verse. Whereat was good laughing in sleeves of some but Robert Philips with other of Testwood's enemies were sore offended."
Person.-Of Person it is said: " There was a certain Priest named Antonie Person which frequented much to Windsor about the year of our Lord 1540, and, using the talent God had given him in preaching, was greatly esteemed among the people who flocked so much to his sermons, which he made both in town and country, that the great priests of the Castle with other papists in the town were sore offended."
Marbeck.-Marbeck's crime was that he had " begun a great work in English called 'The Concordance of the Bible,' and had copied in his own handwriting the words of a learned man called John Calvin, that ' the celebration of the sacrament is the setting up of images of calves in the temple builded by Jeroboam.'"
Filmer.-The original of Henry Filmer's trouble began about the year of our Lord 1541, for-" after all the orders of superstitious and begging friars were suppressed and put down there chanced one, Sir Thomas Melster, which had been a friar before and changed his friar's coat (but not his friar's heart) to be Vicar of Windsor.
This priest on a time made a sermon to his parishioners in which he declared so many fond and foolish tales as that our Lady should hold out her breasts to Saint Bernard and spout her milk into his eyes with such like festival tales that many honest men were offended and especially this Henry Filmer, then one of the churchwardens, who was so zealous to God's Word that he could not abide to hear the glory of Christ so defaced with superstitious fables. Whereupon he took an honest man or two with him and went to the priest with whom he talked so honestly and so charitably that in the end the priest gave him hearty thanks and was content at his gentle admonition to reform himself without any more ado and so departed friendly the one from the other. And there was one in the town called William Simons, a lawyer, who hearing that Filmer had been with the priest and reproved him for his sermon took pepper in the nose and got him to the Vicar and did so animate him in his doings that he slipped quite away from the promise he had made to Filmer and followed the mind of Simons who, meeting with Filmer afterward, all-to reviled him saying he would have him before the Bishop," which, indeed, he did, and presently to the stake.
It was intended to make a clean sweep of the heretics at Windsorwhere there were, no doubt, some of the inferior Court officials-before proceeding to attack those who were still nearer the King's person, so that-" when Dr. London had been at Windsor awhile among his Catholic brethren and learned what Testwood was and also of Simons (who showed him Our Lady's nose as he called it) what a sort of heretics were in the town and about the same and how they increased daily by reason of a' naughty priest called Anth. Person, he was so maliciously bent against them that he gave himself wholly to the devil to do mischief. And to bring his wicked purpose about he conspired with the aforesaid Simons-a meet clerk to serve such a curate-and other of like sort how they might compass the matter, first, to have all the arch-heretics, as they termed them in Windsor and thereabout, indicted of heresy and so to proceed farther. First, they drew out certain notes of Anthony Person's sermons which he had preached against the sacrament of the Altar and their Popish Mass. That done, then put in Sir William Hobby with the good lady his wife; Sir Thomas Cardine; Master Edmund Harman; Thomas Weldon with Snowbal and his wife as chief aiders, helpers and maintainers of Anth. Person. And also they noted D. Hains, Dean of Exeter and a Prebendary of Windsor to be a common receiver of all suspected persons. They wrote also the names of all such as commonly haunted Anth. Person's sermons and of all such as had the Testament and-favoured the Gospel or did but smell thereof. Then had they privy spies to walk up and down the Church, to hearken and hear what men said and to mark who did not reverence the Sacrament at the elevation time and to bring his name to Dr. London. And of these spies some were Chantry priests, among the which there was one notable spy whose name was called Sir William Bows-such a fleering [grinning] priest as would be in every corner of the Church pattering to himself with his portvis [hand breviary] in his hand to hear and to note the gesture of men towards the sacrament. Thus when they had gathered as much as they could and made a perfect book thereof Dr. London with two of his catholic brethren more gave them up to the Bp. of Winchester-Ste. Gardiner. Now Bishop Gardiner which had conceived a farther fetch in his brain than Dr. London had, made Wrisley and other of the Council on his side and, spying a time convenient, went to the King, complaining what a sort of heretics his grace had in his realm and how they were not only crept into every corner of his Court but even into his Privy Chamber, beseeching, therefore, his Majesty that his laws might be prosecuted. The King, giving credit to the Council's words, was content his laws should be executed on such as were offenders. Then had the Bishop that he desired and forthwith procured a Commission for a privy search to be had in Windsor for books and letters that Anth. Person should send abroad, which commission the King granted to take place in the town of Windsor but not in the Castle."
This exception no doubt saved the King's barber from the flames, as well as the cook pro ore. As a result of the commission, Person, Testwood, Filmer and Marbeck were tried before a packed jury of Windsor farmers, who knew not the prisoners, rather than from the Windsor townsmen, who were their neighbours. Person, Testwood, and Filmer were condemned, " the judges beholding the prisoners a good while (some with watery eyes)." Marbeck was pardoned.
"On the Saturday morning the other three were had to suffer and all three beingbound to the post, a certain young man of Filmer's acquaintance brought him a pot of drink, asking him if he would drink ? 'Yea,' quoth Filmer, 'I thank you,' and so encouraging themselves drank one to another. Filmer, rejoicing in the Lord said 'Be merry, my brethren and lift up your hearts to God for after this sharp breakfast I trust we shall have a good dinner in the kingdom of Christ our Lord and Redeemer'; at which words Testwood lifting up his hands and eyes to heaven desired the Lord above to receive his spirit, and Anthony Person pulling the straw unto him laid a good deal thereof on the top of his head, saying 'this is the Lord's hat, now am I dressed like a true soldier of Christ by whose merits only I trust this day to enter into his joy,' and so they yielded up their souls to the Lord with such patience as it was marvellous to the beholders.
"The meaning of Gardiner was after this to have dealt with great personages had not the Lord prevented his cruel purposes. On the Monday after the men were burnt it was determined by the Bishop of Salisbury that Robert Ockham should go to the Bishop of Winchester with the whole process Section of the History of Medicine 81 done at the sessions the Thursday before. And also had writings of those that were privily indicted, whereof one of the Queen's men (named Fulke) having knowledge, got to the Court before and told Sir Thomas Cardine and another of the Privy Chamber how all the matter stood. Wherupon Ockham was laid [in wait] for and passing the streets by the Earl of Bedford's lodging1 was pulled in by the sleeve and kept secret at my Lord Privy Seal's till certain of the Privy Council had perused all his writings; among which they found certain of the Privy Council indicted, with other the King's officers and their wives That is to say Sir Thomas Cardine, Sir Philip Hobby with both their Ladies Master Edmund Harman, Master Tho. Weldon with Snowball and his wife All these they had indicted by the force of the vi articles as aiders, helpers and maintainers of Anthonie Person. And besides them they had indicted of heresy a great number more of the king's true and faithful subjects. Whereof the King's Majesty being. certified his grace of his special goodness (without the suit of any man) gave to the aforesaid gentlemen of his Privy Chamber, and other his servants with their wives, his gracious pardon. And as God would have the matter farther known unto his Majesty, as he rode one day a hunting in Guildford Park and saw the Sheriff with Sir Humfrey Foster sitting on their horsebacks together, he called them unto him and asked of them how his laws were executed at Windsor. Then, they beseeching his Grace of pardon, told him plainly that in all their lives, they never sat on matter under his Grace's authority that went so much against their consciences, as the death of these men did, and up and told his Grace so pitiful a tale of the casting away of these poor men that the King turning his horse's head to depart from them, said Alas, poor Innocents.
"After this the King withdrew his favour from the Bishop of Winchester, caused Dr. London and Simons the lawyer and a fierce persecuter of them to be apprehended and brought before the Council and examined upon their oath of allegience, who, denying their wicked fact were found perjured and were judged as perjured persons to wear papers in Windsor, and Ockham to stand upon the pillory in the town of Newbury where he was born. The judgement of all these three was to ride about Windsor, Reading, and Newbury with papers on their heads and their faces turned towards the horses' tails and so to stand upon the pillory in every of these towns for false accusation of these Martyrs and for perjury." 2 'Then in Ivy Bridge Lane, the narrow street still leading from the Strand to the Embankment at the west end of the Hotel Cecil.
MORE GRANTS.
The year began very badly, therefore, for Edmund Harman and his wife Agnes. It Harman, therefore, had to go to France himself, and was attended by a retinue of four horsemen, six archers and six privates.
The campaign was finished in September, and in October-"Edmund Harman of the Household " was " granted Harmondesworth manor and rectory, Middlesex, for forty years in reversion after William Noke and Joan his wife who hold a ten years lease of the same with certain farm stock "A contemporary extract on parchment from the will of Edmund Harman, Esq., deceased, dated March 17, 1576, bequeathing £4 yearly for ever from the Port Mills at Burford, to be collected half-yearly and distributed to poor inhabitants, one moiety at Easter ' in remembrance of the gloryous death, passion and resurrection of my sweete Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,' and the other moiety on the Monday before Christmas, when those distributing the alms (sixpence to each person) 'shall give in chardge to every person receavinge the said almes, that they and every of them speake good of all men livinge and no evil of them that are departed in the faythe of Christ and that they give prayse and glory to Almighty God for the byrthe of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, the remembrance of whose feast then approacheth and is nighe at hand.'" Mr. Emeris adds: This charge is still paid, though the property is in other hands."
A pardon is also granted in 1545 "for the acquisition by Harman from Edm. Horne without licence of the manor of Offelde, Oxon and all its appurtenances in Fyfeld parish, Oxon and elsewhere, leased to Robt. Secoll and all lands of Bruern monastery which Secoll farms there." The pardon is dated December 4, 1545. ' Fyfield lies eight miles from Oxford on the Wantage Road. The church contains the tomb of Lady Catbarine Gordon, "the White Rose of Scotland, " whom James IV of Scotland gave in marriage to Perkin Warbeck. She was buried in 1527. The manor came into the possession of Sir Thomas White, who lived at Fyfield, and left it to St. John's College.
Matthew Arnold celebrated the famous elm known as the Tubney Tree in the lines:-"Maidens who from the distant hamlets come To dance around the Fyfield elm in May." LATER LIFE. It is probable that Harman gave up his various offices in London after the death of the King his master. His known religious principles would make his position at Court tolerable for a few years, but it has yet to be ascertained whether the post of King's barber was maintained by the young Edward VI-as regards shaving, at least, it was a sinecure.
It is certain that before Mary ascended the throne and his old enemies returned to power, Harman was living securely at Burford, where he had numerous relations on his wife's side, for she was a Sylvester, and the Sylvester monuments are numerous and conspicuous in Burford Church. Here he built a large house on the site of the ancient priory or hospital of St. John the Evangelist, which, as the grant of 1543 states, had formerly belonged to the Abbey of Keynsham in Somersetshire. Its revenues were valued at the Dissolution at £13 6s. 8d. The subsequent history of the manor is interesting. Portions were held after Harman's death by Ann Duchess of Somerset, and Henry Lee (?), of Ditchley. Queen Elizabeth sold it in 1598-99 to Sir John Fqrtescue, from whom it was purchased by Sir Lawrence Tanfield, Kt. 'Sir Lawrence rebuilt the house. It descended from him to his grandson Lucius, Lord Falkland, and was sold in 1634 to William Lenthall, Speaker of the Long Parliaiment. The house as it now stands has an Elizabethan front of two wings, in the centre of which is a carved stone porch with two quaint human figures, believed to belong to the original house built by Harman. They now serve as supporters to the Lenthall arms, which have been inserted between them at a later date. The general appearance of the house, but in a reversed aspect, is well known through Waller's picture of "The Empty Saddle." The latter years of Harman's life, however, seem to have been spent at Taynton, where he had moved as early as 1559, for the register contains the entry " 1559. October. Edmunde Bray and Agnes Harman were married on the Munday being the 23rd day of October." He appears, however, to have hoped that he might be buried at Burford, for in 1569 he erected the monument which gave rise to this paper and excavated a large stone vault beneath it, which still remains empty.
DEATH.
Harman died in March, 1576-7; Agnes, his wife, died a few days later on March 30, and they were buried in the south aisle of Taynton Church, where there was a vault which is now filled in. When the floor of the which Mr. Emeris bought a few years ago at one of the sales of Sir Thomas Phillips' books and MSS. Mr. Emeris has kindly compared it with the original in Burford Church, and it is here given as amended 
CONCLUSION.
I think the time bestowed on these notes about Edmund Harman has been well spent. It shows him to have been an honest, capable, and upright citizen, the trusted servant of a great prince; a Lutheran at a time when it was dangerous to hold Protestant opinions; the possessor of much landed property in different parts of England, some obtained from confiscated estates, some from dissolved religious houses. A good husband, the father of a large family. Saddened no doubt in his later years by many domestic sorrows, he yet lived long enough to see his two surviving children well bestowed in marriage, and his country firmly established in those religious principles for which he had nearly suffered martyrdom.
I desire to thank the Rev. William C. Emeris, Vicar of Burford, for the information he kindly gave to me-a total stranger; and to Mr. Packer, of Burford, for photographing the monument.
